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Week Ending Friday, August 9, 1991 


Nomination of Arnold Lee Kanter To 
Be an Under Secretary of State 


August 2, 1991 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Arnold Lee Kanter, of Vir- 
ginia, to be Under Secretary of State for 
Political Affairs. He would succeed Robert 
Michael Kimmitt. 

Currently Dr. Kanter serves as Special 
Assistant to the President for National Secu- 
rity Affairs and Senior Director for Defense 
Policy and Arms Control at the National 
Security Council at the White House in 
Washington, DC. Prior to this he served as 
Director of the National Security Strategies 
Program and as Associate Director of the 
International Security and Defense Pro- 
gram, 1985-1989. Dr. Kanter served at the 
Department of State as: Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of State for Politico-Military Af- 
fairs, Deputy to the Under Secretary of 
State for Political Affairs, and Director of 
the Office of Policy Analysis in the Bureau 
of Politico-Military Affairs. 

Dr. Kanter graduated from the University 
of Michigan (B.A., 1966) and Yale University 
(M.Phil., 1969, and Ph.D., 1975). He was 
born February 27, 1945, in Chicago, IL. Dr. 
Kanter is married, has two children, and 
resides in McLean, VA. 


Note: This nomination was not received in 
time for publication in last week’s issue. 


Nomination of Jo Ann Krukar Webb To 
Be an Assistant Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs 


August 2, 1991 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Jo Ann Krukar Webb, of 
Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs for Policy and Planning. 
She would succeed Allen B. Clark, Jr. 


Since 1989 Ms. Webb has served as Di- 
rector of the National Cemetery System in 
the Department of Veterans Affairs in 
Washington, DC. Prior to this she served as 
a health care consultant for ACTION. 

Ms. Webb graduated from Pennsylvania 
State University (B.S., 1970) and George 
Washington University (M.H.A., 1978). She 
was born June 30, 1948, in Ford City, PA. 
Ms. Webb served in the U.S. Army, 1968- 
1976. She is married and resides in Falls 
Church, VA. 


Note: This nomination was not received in 
time for publication in last week’s issue. 


Nomination of Edward Joseph Mazur 
To Be Controller of the Office of 
Federal Financial Management 


August 2, 1991 


The President nominated Edward Joseph 
Mazur, of Virginia, to be Controller of the 
Office of Federal Financial Management, 
Office of Management and Budget. The 
Controller is a new position established by 
the Chief Financial Officers Act of 1990. 

Since 1980 Mr. Mazur has served as the 
State comptroller of the Commonwealth of 
Virginia. In addition, Mr. Mazur serves as 
co-chairman of State/Federal cash manage- 
ment reform task force, 1983-present. 

Mr. Mazur graduated from the University 
of Connecticut (B.S., 1964) and the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania Wharton School (MBA, 
1968). He was born September 24, 1942, in 
New Haven, CT. Mr. Mazur is married, has 
three children, and resides in Richmond, 
VA. 


Note: This nomination was not received in 
time for publication in last week’s issue. 
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Nomination of Gary C. Byrne To Be a 
Member of the Farm Credit 
Administration Board 


August 2, 1991 


The President has nominated Gary C. 
Byrne, of California, to be a member of the 
Farm Credit Administration Board for the 
term expiring May 21, 1996. He would suc- 
ceed Marvin Duncan. 

Currently Dr. Byrne serves as Adminis- 
trator of the Rural Electrification Adminis- 
tration at the Department of Agriculture. 
Prior to this he served as chairman, presi- 
dent, and chief CEO of the Bank of Alex 
Brown in Sacramento, CA. 

Dr. Byrne graduated from the University 
of Redlands (B.A., 1965), and the University 
of North Carolina, Chapel Hill (Ph.D., 
1969). He was born May 1, 1942, in Upland, 
CA. Dr. Byrne is married, has two children, 
and resides in Washington, DC. 


Note: This nomination was not received in 
time for publication in last week’s issue. 


Statement on the Nomination of 
Clarence Thomas To Be an Associate 
Justice of the United States Supreme 
Court 


August 5, 1991 


Judge Clarence Thomas, accompanied by 
Senator Jack Danforth, has met individually 
with almost 60 Members of the Senate. 
Fred McClure, our Director of Legislative 
Affairs, informs me that these visits have 
gone very well. 

Judge Thomas has attracted the support 
of a broad spectrum of people from across 
America. With the overwhelming support 
that is now showing up for Judge Thomas, 
in measurable ways, not only in the minori- 
ty communities but across the board, you 
can see that he is much closer to the main- 
stream of America than some of the groups 
that are opposing him. 

I look forward to having the hearings 
begin on September 10 on my nomination 
of Judge Thomas. The American people are 
going to see, and the Senate will confirm, 
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that Judge Thomas is the right person to 
earn the title “Mr. Justice.” 


Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting a Report on Hungarian 
Emigration Policy 


August 5, 1991 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

In January 1991 I determined and report- 
ed to the Congress that Hungary continues 
to meet the emigration criteria of the Jack- 
son-Vanik amendment to, and section 409 
of, the Trade Act of 1974. 

As required by law, I am submitting an 
updated formal report to the Congress con- 
cerning emigration laws and policies of the 
Republic of Hungary. You will find that the 
report indicates continued Hungarian com- 
pliance with U.S. and international stand- 
ards in the areas of emigration and human 
rights policy. 

Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives, and Dan Quayle, President of the 
Senate. 


Letter to Congressional Leaders on the 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to Export 
Controls 


August 5, 1991 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

1. On April 23, 1991, consistent with the 
requirements of the International Emergen- 
cy Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et 
seq.) (“IEEPA”), I reported to the Congress 
on the exercise of export control authority 
under Executive Order No. 12730 of Sep- 
tember 30, 1990. In that order, I declared a 
national emergency under the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 
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U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) to deal with the threat. 
to the national security and foreign policy 
of the United States caused by the lapse of 
the Export Administration Act of 1979, as 
amended (50 U.S.C. 2401 et seq.). 


2. Section 401(c) of the National Emer- 
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1641(c)) requires that 
the President, within 90 days after the end 
of each 6-month period following a declara- 
tion of a national emergency, report to the 
Congress on the total expenditures directly 
attributable to that declaration. This report, 
covering the 6-month period from Septem- 
ber 30, 1990, to March 31, 1991, is submit- 
ted in accordance with that requirement. 


3. The expenses incurred by the Federal 
Government in the 6-month period from 
September 30, 1990, to March 31, 1991, 
that are directly attributable to the exercise 
of authorities conferred by the declaration 
of a national emergency with respect to 
export controls were largely centered in the 
Department of Commerce. Expenditures by 
the Department of Commerce are estimat- 
ed at $19,797,000, most of which represent 
wage and salary costs for Federal personnel. 
Personnel costs were largely centered in 
the Bureau of Export Administration. 


4. The unrestricted access of foreign par- 
ties to U.S. goods, technology, and technical 
data and the existence of certain boycott 
practices of foreign nations, in light of the 
expiration of the Export Administration Act 
of 1979, continue to constitute an unusual 
and extraordinary threat to the national se- 
curity, foreign policy, and economy of the 
United States. I shall continue to exercise 
the powers at my disposal to retain the 
export control system, including the anti- 
boycott provisions, and will continue to 
report periodically to the Congress. 

Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives, and Dan Quayle, President of the 
Senate. 


Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting the Annual Report on 
Nuclear Nonproliferation 


August 5, 1991 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

I have reviewed the activities of the 
United States Government departments 
and agencies during calendar year 1990 re- 
lated to preventing nuclear proliferation, 
and I am pleased to submit my annual 
report pursuant to section 601(a) of the Nu- 
clear Non-Proliferation Act of 1978 (Public 
Law 95-242, 22 U.S.C. 3281(a)). 

As the report demonstrates, the United 
States continued its efforts during 1990 to 
prevent the spread of nuclear explosives to 
additional countries. The events of the past 
year underline the importance of these ef- 
forts to preserving our national security by 
reducing the risk of war and increasing 
international stability. I am determined to 
build on the achievements cited in this 
report and to work with the Congress 
toward our common goal: a safer and more 
secure future for all humankind. 

Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives, and Dan Quayle, President of the 
Senate. 


Remarks at the Presentation Ceremony 
for the All-American Cities Awards 


August 6, 1991 


Please be seated and thank you. You're 
probably clapping for this fantastic weather. 
[Laughter] Isn’t it marvelous. 

Let me just thank the Members of Con- 
gress who are with me today and thank 
them for their interest. A couple of them 
were former mayors, so they know some- 
thing about what it’s like to be on the firing 
line. But Dick Lugar and Mike McNulty, 
Ben Cardin, Bob McEwen are with us. And 
I want to particularly single out the repre- 
sentatives of our finest cities. I see my 
friend Henry Cisneros over here. He'll have 
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something to do later on, part of the pro- 
gram. Wayne Hedien also, who’s the Chair- 
man and CEO of Allstate. 

You know often people ask why we ought 
to be optimistic about our Nation’s future. 
You hear a lot of complaints, and there are 
a lot of problems, but I think there is reason 
to be optimistic. Look at any of the 10 cities 
that are appropriately being honored here 
today, and listen to the stories of small cities 
like Gothenburg, Nebraska, population 
3,000, and of big cities like Baltimore. 

Hear these stories and you'll hear the 
heartbeat of this country, and you'll share 
our unshakable optimism in the future of 
this great land because there is no finer 
resource in this world as these cities prove, 
than the people—American people. Mayor 
Michael Harmless of Greencastle, Indiana, 
put it best:“Our people made the differ- 
ence.”And he means people who rejected 
pessimism and apathy in favor of optimism 
and engagement. 

Today we salute the 1991 All-American 
Cities that join a roster of honor of over 400 
other chosen since 1949. These communi- 
ties recognize the truth that William jen- 
nings Bryan expressed nearly 100 years ago: 
“Destiny is not a matter of chance;” he said, 
“it’s a matter of choice. It’s not a thing to 
be waited for; it’s a thing to be achieved.” 

Well, these communities have lessons to 
teach us all. And they do not wait for gov- 
ernment to take the initiative. They recog- 
nize that government can solve some but 
not all the problems. And they realize that 
communities can claim and shape their own 
destinies. These communities prove the 
power of partnership. Across this country 
citizens, government, business, and volun- 
teer groups are cooperating to confront 
community issues together. These commu- 
nities recognize the responsibilities of citi- 
zenship, as Teddy Roosevelt admonished 
Americans to be actors not merely critics. 
And the central theme of all these stories is 
the unlimited power and promise of volun- 
tary service to others. These communities 
show us the strength of the American char- 
acter—people helping one another without 
expecting any financial compensation for 
themselves. And today we call them Points 
of Light. But they’ve been the heart of our 
Nation for over 200 years. 
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And some of their projects focused on 
youth, like Gadsden, Alabama’s motivational 
Quest for Excellence, or Baltimore’s men- 
toring program, called Project Raise. To 
fight crime, Austin, Texas, inaugurated 
Youth at Risk, and Winchester-Frederick 
County in Virginia set up a teen center to 
foster a drug-free environment. In Albany— 
Albany, New York—community groups, 
businesses, and social services, these social 
service agencies, came up with the Albany 
Plan to battle drug abuse through preven- 
tion, education, enforcement, and of course, 
treatment. 

Some communities launched an urban 
renaissance. In New Jersey, Newark resi- 
dents devised plans to revitalize the down- 
town area and thus restore the neighbor- 
hoods. And Greensboro, North Carolina, 
citizens created a public-private partnership 
called Visions to reinvigorate their city. A 
few communities fought for their very sur- 
vival. Greencastle, Indiana, lost 40 percent 
of its jobs—imagine this, 40 percent of its 
jobs—when a major national corporation 
moved out. So, residents got together and 
introduced a creative economic develop- 
ment initiative to attract new industries. 

Gothenburg, Nebraska, fought for its 
future after the agricultural depression, re- 
vitalizing the Gothenburg Improvement 
Company. Inspired by the slogan “vision is 
the art of seeing things invisible,” volun- 
teers have recruited new jobs for residents, 
making their vision a reality. 

A three-time winner, Dayton, Ohio, took 
aim at three critical issues: protecting 
water, battling drugs, and providing afford- 
able housing. Citizens, the private sector, 
and city government all joined forces show- 
ing how diverse segments of the city can 
combine their many gifts and resources to 
make a difference. As Mayor Rick Blase of 
Gothenburg says: “Any problem you face is 
insurmountable if faced alone. But together 
Americans can do anything.” 

A centuries-old inscription on a church in 
Sussex, England, summarizes what these 
communities here in this country have 
done: “A vision without a task is but a 
dream. A task without a vision is drudgery. 
But a vision with a task is the hope of the 
world.” 
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So, thanks to all of you, and all out here 
for giving us hope, for showing us the way. 
And may God bless this great land we 
share. And now we'll get on with these 
presentations. Thank you very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:19 a.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Senator Richard G. 
Lugar; Representatives Michael R. McNulty, 
Benjamin L. Cardin, and Bob McEwen; 
Henry Cisneros, chairman of the board of 
the National Civic League; and Wayne E. 
Hedien, Chairman and CEO of Allstate. 


Remarks at a Kickoff Ceremony for the 
Eighth Annual National Night Out 
Against Crime in Arlington, Virginia 
August 6, 1991 


Thank you, Dick—Mr. Attorney Gener- 
al—thank you very much. To Judge Bonner, 
my respects. And I’m just delighted to be 
here. To Matt Peskin, the Director of the 
National Association of Town Watch, I was 
glad to have met him and glad that he’s 
here. 

And we’ve got other key members of our 
law enforcement team here today. I can’t 
see him, but I’m told Carol Hallett’s out 
there, the U.S. Customs Commissioner; 
Mike Moore of the Marshals; Steve Higgins, 
the Director of ATF; Peter Nunez, the As- 
sistant Treasury Secretary for Law Enforce- 
ment; and Maurice Turner, who is our 
nominee, and I’m proud to say that, for the 
Bureau of Justice Assistance. 

This is my first visit to the DEA head- 
quarters, this one. And certainly, I’m told, 
the first visit of a President to come to DEA 
headquarters. And this one where some of 
America’s biggest heroes work every single 
day. I know quite a few DEA agents have 
joined us this morning along with a class of 
the DC Metro Police—the recruits there— 
the DEA Basic Agent Class 81. And let’s 
thank them also for the courageous work 
they’re doing. I am also pleased that so 
many local neighborhood Town Watch ac- 
tivists could join us here today. 

And I really wanted to say that you de- 
serve our thanks for your courageous and 


selfless work, too. And it’s also great to see 
these kids here in the front, the young kids, 
I’m told, from the District. I’m delighted to 
have them here, and I understand one of 
them is going to come up and help us screw 
in this light bulb in a little bit. 

What a pleasure it is to join with you this 
morning for the kickoff ceremony of the 
8th Annual National Night Out. I admit I 
told the staff that participating in the Night 
Out ceremony did not mean they get the 
morning off ceremony—{laughter|—al- 
though several are with me and delighted 
to be here. 

This evening, 23 million people in 50 
States, the U.S. territories, and military 
bases all over the world will say good-bye to 
crime. And they'll turn on these outside 
lights, sit on porches, and visit with their 
neighbors and the local police officials. And 
they’re going to host block parties and 
cookouts and parades and contests. And 
they'll organize the most effective crime- 
fighting force known to anyone—and that is 
communities that care. 

We want to turn back the clock in this 
area to the good old days when all the kids 
knew the cop on the beat, when people 
looked out for their neighbors, and when 
we felt safe in our own communities. 

Too many times today, as Dick pointed 
out, neighbors and police are perfect 
strangers. The communities don’t come to- 
gether. And the result: Too many crimes go 
unobserved or unreported; too many crimi- 
nals go free. 

We have a chance to change all that. And 
tonight will be the biggest Night Out 
ever—8,300 communities, I’m told, nearly 
every American major city will join in. 
Hundreds of suburban and rural communi- 
ties will join the festivities. 

In Minneapolis, last year’s biggest Night 
Out city, concerned citizens will gather at 
over 700 block parties. At the Minneapolis 
Youth Kickoff Dance, more than 1,000 
young people will give crime the twist, the 
pretzel, and the bump. And in Memphis, 
people will rejoice at a mock funeral—com- 
munity watch groups there have organized 
to bury crime. In New Orleans, it’s a Mardi 
Gras-style jazz festival for crime that will 
promote the day when criminals will sing 
the blues. 
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And in Buffalo, New York, police agencies 
and government officials from the United 
States and Canada will join in a Hands 
Across the Border ceremony while crime 
fighters aboard the U.S.S. Little Rock say 
bon voyage to crime. 

Forest Hills, Texas, will host an Old West 
Shoot-Out against the bad guys in the black 
hats. And the 7276 U.S. Air Base Group in 
Crete, Greece, will sponsor a Spot the Bur- 
glar contest. 

In cities and towns across America and at 
our military bases overseas, law-abiding citi- 
zens want criminals to know that there are 
more of us than them. And neighborhood 
watch programs and other community pa- 
trols will serve notice that we plan to 
deploy our most powerful weapons against 
drugs and crime: our eyes and our ears. 

The fight against crime in many ways is a 
fight to rebuild the institutions from which 
America has always drawn its strength: fam- 
ilies and schools and neighborhoods and 
places of worship. And our administration 
believes in building a rule of law by empha- 
sizing the values and virtues that make our 
land great. 

Our comprehensive crime bill would 
strengthen the relationship between law 
enforcement officials at the local, State, and 
Federal levels. And right now that legisla- 
tion is up on Capitol Hill, and I'd like to 
have a comprehensive crime bill that I can 
sign into the law by the end of this year. 
— we're going to keep pushing for that 
end. 

I think the American people want such 
legislation. Sometimes you hear of my lack 
of interest in domestic affairs. Well, here’s a 
good example of something they can move 
on right now and should have been enacted 
a long, long time ago. 

And we’ve proposed reforms that let local 
prosecutors and judges do their job. And 
they’re the ones who know how to fight 
crime in your community, not some so- 
called expert back here in Washington, DC. 
And what we need are more police officers, 
prosecutors, and judges who understand the 
rule of law. 

Our nominee for the U.S. Supreme 
Court—let me just say a word about him— 
Judge Clarence Thomas. He not only has 
lived the values that we hold dear, he’s pro- 
moted them through his distinguished 
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career in public service. And his personal 
story—when you meet him you can’t help 
but be impressed—in my case, deeply 
moved. It impresses everybody, everybody 
that’s fair and openminded. 

And I nominated him because he has the 
brains, he has the record, and he has the 
personal decency that Americans should 
expect in a Justice of the Supreme Court—a 
fidelity to the Constitution and the rule of 
law. 

Judge Thomas has tremendous support 
from a broad section, a cross-section of 
America. And that across-the-board support 
includes minority communities, overwhelm- 
ingly supported in minority communities, I 
might add, and is now manifesting itself in 
measurable ways. So, when you hear about 
opposition to Judge Thomas from one belt- 
way group or another, it’s clear that they 
are simply out of touch with mainstream 
America. 

Look at today’s piece in the Washington 
Post by Margaret Bush Wilson, a former 
chairman of the NAACP’s National Board of 
Directors for 9 years. She was chairman of 
the Board for 9 years, and she’s known 
Judge Thomas for 17 years, known him per- 
sonally. In supporting the Judge, she said, “I 
know that as a Supreme Court Justice, Clar- 
ence Thomas will continue to defend and 
protect the rights of the needy. He does not 
permit anyone to think for him and he is 
intellectually honest.” Maybe some of these 
groups out there could take a lesson from 
that distinguished civil rights advocate and 
look at the facts and the record instead of 
engaging in ideological attacks. 

As we talk today about values and about 
taking responsibility for building a better 
future, Clarence Thomas comes to mind. 
He certainly exemplifies the very attitudes 
we want all Americans to adopt as they 
build better, safer communities. 

You also understand the front lines—re- 
porting suspicious activities, identifying 
these drug dealers, even closing down crack 
houses. And you play a critical role in build- 
ing a better future for this Nation. I salute 
you for your faith in America and your 
hope in a better tomorrow for our children. 
It was very good for me to walk by this 
lobby and see those shields of those who 
have given their lives in your line of work, 
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standing up against crime to the benefit of 
all Americans. It brought home to me once 
again, as previous awards ceremonies have, 
how indebted I am and how indebted this 
country is to those of you who served in 
that manner on the front line. Don’t sit at 
the head table, not the heroes receiving the 
awards, but out there day in and day out 
trying to make things a little better, a little 
safer for these kids that are here today and 
others like them all across the country. 

So, in addition to saluting this program, I 
want to tell you from the heart I am very, 
very grateful to everybody that serves at 
DEA, the other groups that I mentioned 
here or those that are going into police 
work, you have my confidence and you 
have my gratitude. So, it’s a fitting way to 
start this light bulb ceremony by me just 
saying from the bottom of my heart, thank 
you very, very much. And may God bless 
the United States. Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:10 a.m. in 
the Auditorium at the Drug Enforcement 
Administration. In his opening remarks, he 
referred to Attorney General Dick Thorn- 


burgh; Robert C. Bonner, Administrator of 


the Drug Enforcement Administration; 
Carol B. Hallett, U.S. Customs Commission- 
er; K. Michael Moore, Director of the United 
States Marshals Service; Stephen E. Higgins, 
Director of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco 
and Firearms; Peter K. Nunez, Assistant 
Treasury Secretary for Law Enforcement; 
and Maurice T. Turner, Jr, nominee to be 
Director of the Bureau of Justice Assistance. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Soviet-United States Trade 
Agreement 


August 6, 1991 


The President sent to the Congress on 
August 2 the U.S.-Soviet trade agreement 
for its approval as he said he would do 
during the Moscow summit. The agreement 
provides for reciprocal most-favored-nation 
tariff treatment. 

The President stated in his transmittal 
letter to the Congress that the trade agree- 
ment, which will extend MFN to the 


U.S.S.R. and the Baltic States, in no way 
alters the long-standing policy of the U.S. of 
not recognizing the forcible incorporation 
of the Baltic States of Lithuania, Latvia, and 
Estonia into the U.S.S.R. or our support for 
their legitimate rights. 

The Administration has decided to sup- 
plement the extension of MFN to the 
U.S.S.R. and the Baltic States with special 
provisions for the Baltic States. First, we 
will begin accounting for Baltic origin prod- 
ucts separately from those originating else- 
where in the U.S.S.R. for trade statistical 
purposes. Second, we will also offer to the 
Baltic governments technical assistance in 
trade development and export promotion to 
improve our trade relations with them. 


Question-and-Answer Session With 
Reporters Aboard Air Force One 


August 6, 1991 


The President. This is my pre-vacation 
goodwill stop here. 


Hostages 


Q. Hear anything on the hostages? On 
the deal? 

The President. Haven’t heard an official 
word at all. Seen those hopes get raised 
over and over again, and—— 

Q. Have you had a lot of communications 
with various—different countries that seem 
to have raised your hopes? 

The President. No, I'm not saying that. 
I’m just saying all this public attention to it, 
which comes in cycles, it seems to me, in 
waves. And I do not want to make any 
statement of any kind that will contribute 
to the concern of the families involved. So, 
we'll leave it there. If something happens, 
so much the better. The story will come out 
on what the United States, you know, has 
done on the question of connecting coun- 
tries. But it is just totally counterproductive 
to raise the hopes of families, as has hap- 
pened over and over again, only to have 
them destroyed. 

I’ve told the American people that we’re 
doing everything we can, but I simply do 
not want to get into any details here at this 
point—for that very reason. 
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Q. Is there any reason why the whole 
chemistry would have changed at this point 
and these hostages—— 

The President. Well, I can think of a lot 
of reasons, but you could have thought of 
the same reasons years ago in terms of 
better relations with one or another. But 
I’m not going to do—don’t try to get me to 
do what I don’t want to do here because it 
really is unfair on the human dimension to 
these families. It really is. 

Q. Have you talked to Perez de Cuellar? 

The President. We’re in touch with—and 
have been consistently for a long period of 
time about these matters. And I’m simply 
not going to contribute to the speculation 
until we’re sure of something. It’s not fair to 
the families. 

Had a good meeting with—debrief with 
Jim Baker at lunch. Brent, John Sununu, 
and I met with him. He’s very tired, obvi- 
ously, but, as you know, there were predic- 
tions months ago that we’d never be this 
far, and so I salute him for what he’s doing, 
what he’s tried to do—those leaders around 
the world with whom he’s met and with 
whom I’ve been in contact. And let’s just 
hope that the whole process goes forward. 
It’s very, very important for world peace. 


Middle East Peace Conference 


Q. Does it look like the PLO, though, is 
now kind of pulling back after making 

The President. Well, one spokesman did. 
But Jim was not altogether discouraged. 
There’s an awful lot of sentiment amongst 
Palestinians everywhere, amongst certainly 
the Arab countries, wanting this peace 
process to go forward. So, let’s hope that 
reason prevails and that all sides keep lean- 
ing forward; that’s what’s needed now. 

And I—I don’t know—again, it’s hard to 
quantify your feelings as to how it—wheth- 
er it’s all going to come together or not, but 
I’m much more optimistic now than I was a 
month ago, put it that way. 


President’s Vacation 


Q. Are you glad to be out of here? 
The President. I'm out—yes, just couldn’t 
be more pleased. 


Resignation of L. William Seidman 


Q. Do you have any comments on Mr. 
Seidman’s resignation? 
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The President. No. | think it was—except 
that I think he’s done a very good job and I 
don’t think it’s unexpected. I think the term 
expires, and I thirk he’s indicated some 
time ago that he was willing to stay until 
around this period of time. I just saw the 
letter. 

Q. Are you considering Mr. Taylor to re- 
place 

The President. 'm not—I just saw his 
letter, so we’re not speculating. The fix is 
not on. 

Q. Hadn’t you indicated at one time that 
you'd like to see him—— 

The President. Well, we'll start over and 
take a hard look. There will be some names 
coming my way. But I don’t—well, I guess, 
if there’s a letter of resignation made, it 
may be they send them up here. We have a 
whole system for those things, so I don’t 
want to get ahead of where we are. There’s 
no firm decision. 


Tran-contra Investigation 


Q. Any reaction on the Iran-contra inves- 
tigation by Congress? 

The President. No, just so it’s fair. As I’ve 
said before, if they’ve got some evidence, 
and it’s hard evidence, and it’s not just 
based on outrageously flimsy sources, fine. 
I’ve told you my opinion about the charges 
that were made against me about being in 
Paris—or being anywhere—and I’ve told 
you a flat denial with any knowledge, direct 
or indirect. So, I’d like to think that this will 
be done responsibly and certainly will ap- 
proach it in that way. But I hope it’s just 
not, as Bob Michel said, a wild goose chase, 
or—you know, when you're dealing with 
flimsy evidence and people who are less 
than reliable in terms of their backgrounds, 
you've got to be very careful. But if they’ve 
got something, and they can get to the 
bottom of this and prove it one way or 
another, so much the better. But if it’s 
simply something else, as we approach a 
political season, that wouldn’t be good. 

But I have no reason to question Speaker 
Foley on this. 

Q. Any thoughts on the timing of this, 
though, coming into the campaign year? 

The President. No, I don’t—no, just let 
them go forward. Unless—the American 
people are going to be saying: What have 
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you got, what’s your evidence, who are 
your sources, how firm is it, is it political, or 
not? I’m sure that Foley and Mitchell do 
not intend to conduct a political trial of 
some sort here. But the people are going to 
be saying: What’s your evidence, what’s the 
hard evidence here? But I’ve said before, 
hey, if you’ve got something, go forward 
and fully investigate. And in the process 
I’ve defended myself against a lot of scurri- 
lous, scandalous rumors. And I'll be pre- 
pared to do that all along the way. 


Hostages 


Q. Have we had any corroboration at all 
from the British, or the Syrians, for that 
matter, on this Tehran Times article? 

The President. I'm not sure I know which 
article you’re talking about. 

Q. I’m talking about the article related to 
the hostages. 

The President. 1 can’t, again, comment 
any further on it. But I think everybody is 
extraordinarily interested in this and hoping 
for something. But again, I don’t want to 
contribute to that. 

I'd better get down there and sit down. 
I’m glad you guys are with us. 

Q. See you at golf. Golf this afternoon? 


Note: The session took place while the Presi- 
dent was en route to Kennebunkport, ME. 
In the session, the following persons were 
referred to: Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar de la Guerra of the United Na- 
tions; Secretary of State James A. Baker III; 
Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs; John H. 
Sununu, Chief of Staff to the President; L. 
William Seidman, Chairman of the Board 
of Directors of the Federal Deposit Insur- 
ance Corporation and Chairperson of the 
Resolution Trust Corporation; William 
Taylor, Director of Division of Banking Su- 
pervision and Regulation of the Federal Re- 
serve System; Robert H. Michel, Republican 
leader in the House of Representatives; 
Thomas S. Foley, Speaker of the House of 
Representatives; and George J. Mitchell, 
Senate majority leader. A tape was not 
available for verification of the content of 
this session. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Nomination of Clarence Thomas 
To Be an Associate Justice of the 
United States Supreme Court 


August 7, 1991 


Judge Thomas has diverse and broad- 
based support across the country, including 
in minority communities. His record is dis- 
tinguished and demonstrates his lifelong 
commitment to the rule of law and fidelity 
to the Constitution. 

The Leadership Conference on Civil 
Rights’ action today ignores this record and 
reflects their liberal political agenda. This 
predictable opposition simply shows again 
that they are out of touch with mainstream 
America. 

We look forward to the September hear- 
ings where we are confident that Judge 
Thomas’ outstanding record, experience, 
and extraordinary background will show 
once and for all why he will make an exem- 
plary Justice of the Supreme Court. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Release of British Hostage John 
McCarthy 


August 8, 1991 


President Bush is pleased by the release 
today of John McCarthy by his captors in 
Lebanon. Rumors persist of the release of 
an American hostage, but we still have no 
direct information that such a release will 
occur. While we are happy for the family of 
Mr. McCarthy, we reiterate our appeal that 
all hostages be released immediately, safely, 
and unconditionally. 

We remain in touch with our Ambassador 
in Lebanon and other officials in the region 
through diplomatic channels. Our State De- 
partment Reception Team left Washington 
last evening and is now in Wiesbaden, Ger- 
many. We will contact the British Govern- 
ment to obtain any information that Mr. 
McCarthy has regarding the condition of 
American hostages with whom he was held 
in tragic captivity in Lebanon. We are in 
frequent contact with the families of the 
American hostages and our thoughts and 
prayers are with them. We continue to 
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hope and pray that all hostages will be re- 
leased. 


Letter on the Resignation of Attorney 
General Dick Thornburgh 


August 9, 1991 


Dear Dick: 

It is with mixed emotions that I accept 
your resignation as Attorney General effec- 
tive as of the close of business on Thursday, 
August 15, 1991. 

Your departure from the Cabinet will be 
a great loss. As America’s chief law enforce- 
ment officer, you have been relentless and 
unwavering in your pursuit of all those who 
would prey upon our society, from the vio- 
lent offender, to the international drug traf- 
ficker; from the organized crime boss, to 
the environmental polluter; from the sav- 
ings and loan thief, to the corrupt public 
official. At the same time, you have provid- 
ed crucial and courageous leadership on a 
host of difficult issues, from efforts to enact 
our civil rights and crime bills, to protecting 
the Executive Branch against incursions on 
our constitutional authority. 

Most important, during the last three 
years, when I had a tough call to make, I 
knew I could rely on your sound judgment 
and advice. That is, after all, the most im- 
portant tribute that a client can pay to his 
lawyer. So, as you leave the Cabinet, know 
that you carry with you the utmost thanks 
of your client for a job well done. 

In returning to your home state of Penn- 
sylvania, however, you provide our Party 
with the strongest possible candidate in the 
special election to fill the seat left vacant by 
the tragic death of Senator John Heinz. And 
come next year, I will be looking forward to 
working with “Senator Dick Thornburgh” 
on the many important issues that our 
Nation faces. 

Barbara joins me in extending to you and 
Ginny and your family all our best wishes. 

Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Dear Mr. President: 
As you know, I earlier expressed to you 
my intention to seek the Republican nomi- 
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nation for the United States Senate seat 
from Pennsylvania left vacant by the tragic 
death of our mutual friend, Senator John 
Heinz. 

As you also know, there was a very real 
question about whether the election to fill 
that seat would be held this year or at any 
time before 1994. That question appears to 
have been resolved this week by a federal 
court in Pennsylvania. 

Accordingly, I am tendering to you my 
resignation as Attorney General effective as 
of the close of business on Thursday, August 
15, 1991. 

I cannot begin to express to you how ful- 
filling and rewarding my service as a 
member of your Cabinet has been. With 
your strong support, the Department of Jus- 
tice has led a stepped-up law enforcement 
effort against international drug traffickers 
and money launderers, organized crime, 
white collar criminals, environmental pol- 
luters, and those who would deprive our 
citizens of their civil rights and the advan- 
tages of free market competition. Much of 
our success in these endeavors has been due 
to the day-in, day-out efforts of the many 
dedicated employees of this Department, 
but your leadership and strong support 
have been crucial and invaluable. 

Ginny and I are both also most apprecia- 
tive of your efforts in securing passage of 
the Americans with Disabilities Act, which I 
believe to be the most important civil rights 
legislation signed into law in the last 25 
years. 

On a more personal note, we will always 
treasure the warm friendship which you 
and Barbara have shown toward our family. 
The many personal kindnesses extended to 
us during the past three years have added 
immeasurably to the pride we feel in 
having served your Administration and our 
nation during these challenging and excit- 
ing times. 

I hope to continue to have the opportuni- 
ty to work with you during the months and 
years ahead in the service of our country. 
Until then, I extend my best wishes for fur- 
ther success to you and to my Cabinet col- 
leagues. 

Sincerely, 


Dick Thornburgh 





Note: The letters were made available by 
the Office of the Press Secretary but were 
not issued as White House press releases. 





Points of Light Recognition Program 





The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his 
commitment to making community service 
central to the life and work of every Ameri- 
can. 





August 3 
Headrest, of Lebanon, NH 


August 5 
Parents Helping Parents, of San Jose, CA 


August 6 
Womanline, of Dayton, OH 


August 7 
Learn to Read of Northwest, Florida, Inc., 
of Pensacola, FL 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. It also includes information 
not received in time for inclusion in the 
appropriate issue. 





August 2 

The President announced his inten- 
tion to nominate the following individuals 
to be members of the Board of Directors of 
the Corporation for Public Broadcasting: 


Victor Gold, of Virginia, for a term expiring 
March 26, 1996. He would succeed R. Kenneth 
Towery. Currently Mr. Gold is a writer. 

Kay Coles James, of Virginia, for the remainder 
of the term expiring March 26, 1992. She 
would succeed William Lee Hanley, Jr. Cur- 
rently Ms. James serves as executive vice presi- 
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dent and chief executive officer of One to One 
in Washington, DC. 


August 4 

In the afternoon, the President returned 
to the White House from a weekend stay at 
Camp David, MD. 


August 5 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—John H. Sununu; 

—Lt. Gen. Henry J. Hatch, Chief of Engi- 
neers, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, to 
discuss a water diversion project in the 
Middle East; 

—Secretary of Defense Dick Cheney; 

—John H. Sununu. 

In the evening, the President hosted a 

dinner for members of the Cabinet in the 
Residence at the White House. 


August 6 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—John H. Sununu; 

—Secretary of State James A. Baker III, 
for lunch. 

In a ceremony on the State Floor of the 
White House, the President received diplo- 
matic credentials from Ambassadors Dato 
Mohamed Abdul Majid of Malaysia, Patrick 
Albert Lewis of Antigua and Barbuda, Juan 
Jose Caso-Fanjul of Guatemala, and U 
Thaung of Myanmar. 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush departed the White House for their 
home in Kennebunkport, ME. 


August 7 

In the morning, the President received 
an intelligence briefing from Robert M. 
Gates, Assistant to the President and 
Deputy for National Security Affairs, and 
Andrew H. Card, Jr., Assistant to the Presi- 
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dent and Deputy Chief of Staff, at his home 
in Kennebunkport, ME. 

The President appointed Merlyn E. Carl- 
son, of Nebraska, to be a member of the 
Board of Directors of the Rural Telephone 
Bank. He would succeed Don C. Stans- 
berry, Jr. Mr. Carlson is a farmer, rancher, 
and cattleman in Lodgepole, NE. 


August 8 

In the morning, the President received 
an intelligence briefing from Robert M. 
Gates, Assistant to the President and 
Deputy for National Security Affairs, and 
Andrew H. Card, Jr., Assistant to the Presi- 
dent and Deputy Chief of Staff, at his home 
in Kennebunkport, ME. 


August 9 

In the morning, the President received 
an intelligence briefing from Robert M. 
Gates, Assistant to the President and 
Deputy for National Security Affairs, and 
Andrew H. Card, Jr., Assistant to the Presi- 
dent and Deputy Chief of Staff, at his home 
in Kennebunkport, ME. 

The President announced that he will 
recess appoint Alan Greenspan as Chairman 
of the Board of Governors of the Federal 
Reserve System, effective August 10, 1991. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





Note: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this 
issue. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary that are nei- 
ther printed as items nor covered by entries 
in the Digest of Other White House An- 
nouncements. 


Released August 2 


Announcement: 

Nomination of David A. Faber to be USS. 
District Judge for the Southern District of 
West Virginia 


Released August 6 


Advance text: 

Remarks at a kickoff ceremony for the 
eighth annual National Night Out Against 
Crime, in Arlington, VA 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved August 6 


HJ. Res. 181 / Public Law 102-79 
Designating the third Sunday of August of 
1991 as “National Senior Citizens Day” 


SJ. Res. 40 / Public Law 102-80 
Designating the week beginning September 
8, 1991, and the week beginning Septem- 
ber 6, 1992, each as “National Historically 
Black Colleges Week” 


SJ. Res. 142 / Public Law 102-81 

To designate the week beginning July 28, 
1991, as “National Juvenile Arthritis Aware- 
ness Week” 


H.R. 153 / Public Law 102-82 

To amend title 38, United States Code, to 
make miscellaneous administrative and 
technical improvements in the operation of 
the United States Court of Veterans Ap- 
peals, and for other purposes 


H.R. 2525 / Public Law 102-83 
Department of Veterans Affairs Codifica- 
tion Act 
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